Al AND DEMOCRACY:
Designing A Support Scheme from Japan
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This workshop brings together actors who are seeking to start a new funding
program to support democracy from Japan. Taking the initial pilot case within the
field of AI and democracy, we discuss the program’s content and structural design.

In recent years, projects concerning Al and democracy have been undertaken in
various locations. However, these projects tend to be fragmented and insufficient
for safeguarding and strengthening democracy internationally and comprehensively.
Discussions tend to be conducted within fragmented fields such as national
security, intellectual property rights, and privacy law, and discussions on how these
issues impact democracy as a whole and what approaches are necessary to protect
democratic societies remain weak. Discussions on Al regulations that incorporate
the perspective of how Al regulations and usage in developed countries—which are
at the upstream end with Al companies—affect human rights and democracy in
developing countries at the downstream end are lacking. These developing
countries are consumers of Al. Al is also used to safeguard democratic societies,
and its potential requires further discussion.

To address these challenges, this workshop identifies gaps in existing projects and
discusses necessary content and structure to support democracy internationally.
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